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 1 

Present Members:  Heleine Blair, Jenny Garneau, Robin Harvey, Timothy Lepore, Student Council 2 

Representative Shaun Stojak  3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

Jenny Garneau opened the meeting and recognized Helene Blair and noted her last School Committee 7 

Meeting was this evening.  Mrs. Garneau thanked Mrs. Blair for her committed service to the district 8 

within so many roles and the Committee presented her with a cake and roses.  Mrs. Blair was very 9 

touched, thanked everyone and offered to share the confection with the entire group of meeting attendees.  10 

Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Helene Blair seconded, and it was approved 11 

unanimously. 12 

 13 

 14 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 15 

School Presentation – NES – Odyssey of the Mind -  Francie Baskett 16 
Ms. Baskett began by explaining the program and that it is fairly new for our district - 1st year truly 17 

participating although it has been in the works for more than two years.  Odyssey of the Mind is a parent 18 

volunteer run program and ours consisted of three teams from NES and 2 teams from CPS. The students 19 

and parents traveled two weekends to North Attleboro, MA to participate, create, collaborate, and 20 

perform, ensemble pieces.  The students are given a set of rules, things to include, and need to creatively 21 

problem solve.  They all fared very well, and a distinguished award, the OMER (often not given out at all 22 

because it is not necessarily applicable) went to our 6th grader, Jackson Almodobar,  23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

Autism Speaks – Kim Horyn 27 
Autism Speaks President, Mrs. Horyn wanted to touch base as the month of April is Autism Awareness 28 

Month (April 2 is Light it Up Blue Day) and to continue her work to raise awareness with educating and 29 

empowering students and educators.  Autism has been designated by the United Nations as one of the 30 

highest afflicting diseases now, current with Aids and Diabetes, 600% higher than in the mid-1990’s.  31 

Nantucket Public School should be commended for the club, Perfect Pals, and their growing 32 

commitment helping lessen the isolation of families dealing with Autism.  Perfect Pals provides 33 

activities, child care, respite, etc. to families trying to cope.  Seniors Cody Perry & Breezy Beaumont 34 

shared their enthusiasm regarding their involvement with the club and how they feel it makes a 35 

difference. Mrs. Hoyrn commended the group for their incredible support and the other School 36 

Committee members echoed those sentiments. 37 

   38 

Student Support Services – Nancy Miller 39 
Mrs. Miller reported that the team has met several times this year to discuss status of new programming 40 

and initiatives, to report data and to discuss areas of concern.  She commented on increased Professional 41 

Development for Staff, increased and focused presentations to students and parents, some collaborations 42 

with A Safe Place and other outside community groups, a Social Skills Curriculum for next year at NHS 43 

and mentioned the department’s work regarding the Coordinated Program review.  She also discussed 44 

how currently, the Social Workers and the Behavioral Specialist have made significant differences by 45 

being in-house and increasing time on learning.  There is less pulling students out of classrooms and 46 
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more focus on learning how to prevent, or if needed, handle immediate situations.  This benefits not only 47 

students but classes, teachers and the general tenor of the school.  Mrs. Miller also shared the Principals’ 48 

report of low incidences of  49 

 50 

 51 

bullying. The School Committee had a few questions about the current concern for students who are 52 

engaging in self-injury activities, such as “cutting.” Mrs. Miller informed the Committee that Barent 53 

Walsh, Phd. is coming to present to the school staff and then parents, on the issues of self-injurious 54 

behaviours.  The presentation, “New Developments in Understanding & Treating Self-Injury” will be 55 

held in the Large Group Instruction Room of the NHS on Wednesday, April 4, at 6:00. 56 

 57 

Curriculum – Social Studies – Christine Tyrie 58 
Mrs. Tyrie introduced the Social Studies faculty representatives from all three schools and let them jump 59 

in with their presentations.  First to present, NES: Donna Kessler, Clair Latter, Brianne Wolfe, and 60 

Michael Girvin.  In 1st Grade topics include World & Community, Biographies and American Symbols, 61 

in 3rd Massachusetts History/Biographies, Nantucket Local History and Mapping, along with Field trips 62 

to enhance the curriculum and creating a living museum.  In 4th Grade, more hands on learning with 63 

interactive social studies text, and location/vocation interactivity as the classroom becomes a train, a crop 64 

duster, a river boat, a trawler, a bus, and oil rig.  And, finally, 5th Grade covering a span of 15,000 years 65 

of history utilizing literacy based programs, current documentaries, models, text books.  The Elementary 66 

teachers agreed that the grades are aligning more readily and the Journeys program is working well, 67 

complimented by assessments and addressing so many learning styles, visual, audio, textural.   68 

 69 

Cyrus Peirce presented by 7th Grade teacher Steve Sortevik and represented by 6th Grade teacher Karla 70 

Butler and 8th Grade teacher, Jessica Evans, agreed that all three grades utilize different learning tools, 71 

complimenting the reading, the writing, and the technology aspects of education.  Integration of all three 72 

prepares the students for High School and higher education.  More specifically, in 6th Grade the students 73 

study World Geography, 7th Grade Ancient History, and in 8th Grade World History, from Islam to the 74 

Byzantine Empire through Ancient China and the Reformation.  Mr. Sortevik spends a fair amount of 75 

time utilizing the technology of Smart Boards and “tiering” learning using Quizlets and GoogleDocs.  76 

The CPS team strongly feels that the integration of literacy skills is increased with the new programming 77 

despite the gamut of material required by the DOE to cover in each year. 78 

 79 

Nantucket High School Department Chair, Peter Panchy, discussed briefly the curriculum offered in 80 

grades 9-12: World History II, US History I & II, Contemporary Issues, Philosophy, Religion, US 81 

Government and Politics, applauded the return of the Nantucket History course, and hopes to add a Civic 82 

Literacy course.  He is very enthusiastic about the new Smart Boards, integrating technology and finds 83 

the vertical meetings with his colleagues very helpful.  Mr. Panchy feels the text books utilized currently 84 

in school strongly support the reading and writing piece and foster greater thinking.  His mantra is “To 85 

what extent…” in an effort to get students thinking about the why and how of history.  The students 86 

should learn how to answer this question by forming an opinion, substantiate with relevant and accurate 87 

facts, cite specific historical evidence to support conclusions thus developing into members of society 88 

who are active, responsible and informed citizens. 89 

 90 

Superintendent Evaluation 91 
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Jenny Garneau introduced the new evaluation rubric from the Department of Education.  The School 92 

Committee met to review, discuss, rate and ultimately, share with the public, their comprehensive Annual 93 

Evaluation.  This evaluation was broken down into four standards:  Instructional  94 

Leadership, Management & Operations, Family & Community Engagement, and Professional  95 

Culture, and each section included a range of indicators with a rating scale of: Exemplary, Proficient, 96 

Needs Improvement and Unsatisfactory.  The overall census was very positive. Each category  97 

 98 

offered praise for Superintendent Cozort’s skills and efforts and the progress in the District. It was 99 

recognized that we still have areas in which the District can and must improve, but Committee members 100 

feel confident that we will. For more detail, please see Attached Evaluation. 101 

 102 

Comments from the Public  103 
None 104 

 105 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 106 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa 107 

Murphy.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 108 

 109 

A motion to approve the minutes of March 6, 2012, was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Robin 110 

Harvey and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 111 

 112 

Superintendent’s Report 113 

Annual Town Meeting 114 
Superintendent Cozort has met with Libby Gibson and other department heads and all feel ready to 115 

participate in the Annual Town Meeting.  Having a Saturday meeting will present new challenges, but 116 

should be a worthwhile experiment to see if it garners greater participation. 117 

 118 

On the Horizon 119 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting which include: Enrollment 120 

Update, a School Presentation, Public Relations Plan, 3rd Quarter Update, and the Contract with Teaching 121 

Assistants for a vote.  The Youth Risk Behavior survey results are compiled and will be presented to staff 122 

and administration and parents rather than a School Committee meeting. An additional School 123 

Committee meeting has been established for 7:30 a.m., April 30, 2012 for a School Committee 124 

Restructuring discussion. 125 

 126 

Superintendent Cozort sent to the Principals the TELL MASS Survey (Teaching Empowering Leading & 127 

Learning) asking certified Teachers to participate in the survey.  It is anonymous and now being 128 

conducted through a web portal on the DOE website until April 6.  The purpose is to provide feedback on 129 

key educational issues.   130 

 131 

Sub-Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements: 132 
Shaun Stojak shared that the Student Council had not had a recent meeting, but that they participated in a 133 

Quizbowl game.  This is something that had been done years before and they hope to bring it back to life 134 

in the school, promoted by School Council. 135 

 136 
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A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Helene 137 

Blair. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 138 

 139 

Meeting adjourned at 8:11 PM 140 

Respectfully submitted, 141 

Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  142 


